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SETTLEMENT IN ILLAWARRA IN I 840:
in  1914 a conference was got together in the town of Wollongong to 
m ake arrangem ents to  celebrate in some suitable m anner the centenary of 
the settlement in the lilaw arra district. As an old resident I was invited.
W hen the Conference opened there were about forty present, composed 
of old hands. M ayors, Shire Presidents, and other represntative men. 1 had 
come from the farthest distance, from W agga, and had travelled the previ­
ous night and morning over three hundred and fifty miles. This shows how 
the means of travelling had improved since 1 reached Wollongong in 1840.
W hen the conference m et, in comparing notes with others present I 
found that 1 had been eleven years in the district before any of the others.
In 1840 there was a stockade erected on this neck of land, and some 
hundreds of prisoners were confined in the place and were then working 
to  excavat* a basin in the solid rocks, to  accom m odate the coastal vessels 
when loading and unloading.
There was a considerable num ber of soldiers guarding the prisoners 
and sentries constantly m arching backwards and forwards outside the 
stockade to see that the men sad n o t escape7.
T he climate and soil m  the  lilaw arra  made the place suitable for 
settlemeatt the greatest draw back being t i e  want o f suitable ports.
When we reached WQOaqBongt Captain Plunkett, whom my father 
had ka o m t  in Ireland, was. PtoKce M agistrate, and Parson M ears2, who
had charge of the Anglican O sarch , was known to my fa ther tn the old
country. Three of Parson M eats ' so m .  w ho w ere then boys, afterwards 
resided m  Wagga, one of th sm , John , becam e Inspector of Police.
A nother resident of WosBeagoog a t  thag tim e was Dr. Davison, who 
was afterwards the first to open, a  general store in W agga, it being con­
ducted as; a branch of his G ondagsi business.
In W ollongong in 1840 there was a  m arket square in the centre of 
the tow n; Stocks had been placed i s  tb s  cen tre  of the square and I have 
often seen men locked by th e  legs i s  the stocks. T he m arket square is still , 
in  W ollongong, but the stocks are gone.
When ray father had tim e to  m ake enquiries about the situation of the 
land he had  bought he found there was s  good road m ade by prison labour 
for over tw o miles of the distance, but, where the track branched of! from 
the m ain road, the last mile was im passable for wheeled vehicles3. H e found 
it would be necessary to cu t a track through the scrub as the growth of 
tim ber and vises was so dense tha t even a m an on foot could not force his 
way through the vines -without th e  assistance ox a  sharp implement.
M y father engaged a man who had a bullock dray to cart his goods, 
including provisions he had bought in Sydney, to  the  nearest point to the . 1
land he had purchased and as the  season was summer he decided that he 
would cam p out until he could get a track open to  our land, and have a 
hut erected. It was easy to  m ake a tem porary gunyah in lilaw arra, where 
there were large trees irom  which bark could be stripped. We made an 
unfortunate beginning. My eldest brother, w ho was my senior by six years, 
fell when getting into the dray. The wheel passed over his thigh and broke
ii. '1 his was a sad  m isfo r tu n e  at such  a cr i tical t im e,  w h en  m y  la th e r  hud 
such d illicult w o rk  before  him,
L uckily  m y f a th e r  was soo n  a b le  to secu re  the serv ices  of D r ,  O ’i i r icn ,  
a skilled su rg eo n ,  w ho  set the  limb, T h e  th ree  e ld e s t  o f  th e  ch i ld ren  w ere  
girls , so  my fa th e r  had  litt le  ass is tance .  M y sisters w e re  s o o n  ab le  to  assist 
m y  fa th e r ,  w h o  w ith o u t  d e lay ,  h ad  a hut e rec ted  on  his land ,  l i e  then  e m ­
p lo y ed  m e n  to cu t d ow n  the big trees  and  sc rub ,  W h e n  th e  t im b e r  h ad  been  
d ry in g  a few w eeks  it w as set alight,  a n d  I hit lire c o n s u m e d  the  w ho le  
ex cep t  th e  s lu m p s  am i p a r t  o f  the t run ks  o f  the  la rge  trees,
G ra s s  a n d  c lover  seeds were s c a t te red  in the ashesS we s o o n  h a d  a 
g o o d  g raz ing  field. T h e  laud no t r e q u i red  for  jniii ture w as so w n  with 
p o ta to e s ,  m aize  a n d  p u m p k in s ,  w h ich  all gt’esV rap id ly ,  I liuvc n ev e r  seen  
be t te r  c ro p s  o f  these  ar t ic les  p ro d u c e d ,  M y fa th e r  p ro c u r e d  fru it  trees  a n d  
p la n te d  a small o rc h a rd .  T h e n  he w ent in fo r  to b a c c o  g ro w in g ,  and  so m e  
o f  m y first w ork  was to c o v e r  each  to b a c c o  p lan t  w ith  a sm all  s t r ip  of b a rk  
o r  a sh ing le  jus t befo re  d a rk  to  p ro te c t  it in the early  g ro w th  f ro m  frost ,  
then  to r e m o v e  the  cover  tirst th ing  in the m o rn ing .  W h e n  this w o rk  was 
d o n e  I h ad  to h e rd  the ca tt le  and  h o rses  o u t  in the fo res t  th e  rest o f  the day .
M y m o th e r  w o u ld  at n ight read  a lo ud  f r o m  a n e w s p a p e r  o r  b o o k  to  
die fam ily , an d  m y  fa ther  go t his th ree  boys  to  w rite  a  les son  in the i r  copy  
bo o ks  e a c h  n igh t in w inter .  He w ro te  the head l in e s  in the  b o o k s  as n ea t  
a n d  as p lain  as c o p p c r -p la le .  T h e  li tt le e d u c a t io n  1 go t w as chiefly f ro m  
m y m o th e r  and  father' .
M y  fa th e r  h a d  b o u g h t  land  a n d  s tock  in  11140, in a b o o m  time. In  ’41 
a n d  ’4 2  there  was a b a n k in g  and  c o m m e rc ia l  crisis . M o n e y  b e c a m e  so 
sca rce  tha t  lan d ,  s tock ,  a n d  p ro d u c e  b e c a m e  a lm o s t  u n sa le a b le .  I h av e  
k n o w n  my fa th e r  to  send  p ro d u c e  to  S ydney  by the  co as ta l  vessels, an d  
•that w h e n  sold die art ic les  on ly  rea l ised  the  cost o f  transit  a n d  the c o m ­
m ission  ag e n t ’s charges .  I hav e  seen  g o o d  cow s a n d  fo u r -y e a r -o ld  b u l locks  
so ld  in the m a r k e t  sq u a re  at W o l lo n g o n g . fo r  ten shill ings each .
— .1 A M I 'S  G O R M L Y ,
‘‘E x p lo ra t io n  an d  S e t t lem en t  in A u s t r a l i a ” ( 1 9 2 1 ) .
— T h is  refers  to  the c o n s t ru c t io n  o f  the first h a r b o u r  b a s in  by C a p ­
tain  (a f te rw a rd s  L t . -C o i . )  G e o rg e  B a rn e y ,  d e sc r ib e d  in “ T h e  P u r l  o f  W ol-  
lo n g ” by  C. W. G a r d in e r - G a r d e n ,  pp . 9 -1 0 .
2.— Rev. M atthew Dcvcnish Meares.
3.— T h e  land  purchase!.! by G o r m l y ’s fa th e r  w as at H ell H o le ,  in the 
d e e p  valley b e tw een  M o u n t  K e ira  an d  M o u n t  N e b o .  T h e  “ g o o d  r o a d ” 
w o u ld  have  been  M o u n t  K e ira  R o a d ,  c o n s t ru c te d  a few y e a rs  b e fo re  a lo n g  
a line m a r k e d  ou t  by M a jo r  M itche l l  in 18 34 .
WANTED:
L o t  file M u s e u m ,  a ro p e  p e t t ic o a t  o r  h o o p e d  pe t t ic o a t .  W o u ld  n n y m ’e 
w ho  has o r  k n o w s  the w h e re a b o u ts  ol e i th e r  p lea se  get in to u c h  w ith  M rs .  
E v a n s  ( p h o n e  2 9 - 5 8 6 8 ) ?
-lij A u g u s t ,  1975  l l l a w a n  a H isU r i ie i i l  S o c i e ty  b u l l e t i n
